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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address-- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . (3 This communication is responsive to Appeal Brief filed 10/21/05 . 

2. (E The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-32 . 

3. D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
rioted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 
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Paper NoVMail Date . 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Ms. Keiko Ichiye on 12/1/05. 

3. Claims 1, 8, 15, 21-22, 25, and 32 have been amended as follows: 



1 . (Currently Amended) A monitoring and recording system, said system 
comprising: 

a speech analyzer, said speech analyzer monitoring a signal characteristic of a 
conversation between a first caller and a second caller, the signal characteristic 
comprising at least one of a signal frequency and a signal amplitude; 

a recording device, said recording device recording said conversation; 

a controller, said controller determining whether a parameter of said conversation 
exceeds a threshold by: 

during an initial period of said conversation, determining a base value 
from the monitored signal characteristic, the base value representing a typical value for 
the monitored signal characteristic for said conversation , the base value defining a 
threshold range; 
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after the initial period of said conversation, establishing whether a 
subsequent value for the signal characteristic is outside of the threshold range; and 

determining that the parameter of the conversation exceeds the threshold 
if the subsequent value for the signal characteristic is outside of the threshold range; 
and 

a storage device, said storage device storing said conversation during said 
conversation and retaining said stored conversation after termination of said 
conversation if said parameter of said conversation exceeds said threshold. 

8. (Currently Amended) A monitoring and recording system for 
recording and selectively storing speech signals, said system comprising: 

a speech analyzer, said speech analyzer monitoring a signal characteristic of at 
least one signal between a first caller and a second caller, the signal characteristic 
comprising at least one of a signal frequency and a signal amplitude; 

a controller operable to determine whether a parameter of the at least one signal 
exceeds a threshold by: 

during an initial period of said conversation, determining a base value 
from the monitored signal characteristic, the base value representing a typical value for 
the monitored signal characteristic for said conversation , the base value defining a 
threshold range; 

after the initial period of said conversation, establishing whether a 
subsequent value for the signal characteristic is outside of the threshold range; and 

determining that the parameter of the at least one signal exceeds the 
threshold if the subsequent value for the signal characteristic is outside of the threshold 
range; and 

a recording and storage device, said recording and storage device recording and 
selectively storing said at least one signal in response to the controller determining that 
the parameter of the at least one signal exceeds a threshold. 
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15. (Currently Amended) A monitoring and recording system for 
selectively notifying, said system comprising: 

a speech analyzer, said speech analyzer monitoring a signal characteristic of at 
least one signal between a first caller and a second caller, the signal characteristic 
comprising at least one of a signal frequency and a signal amplitude; 

a controller operable to determine whether a parameter of the at least one signal 
exceeds a threshold by: 

during an initial period of said conversation, determining a base value 
from the monitored signal characteristic, the base value representing a typical value for 
the monitored signal characteristic for said conversation , the base value defining a 
threshold range; 

after the initial period of said conversation, establishing whether a 
subsequent value for the signal characteristic is outside of the threshold range; and 

determining that the parameter of the at least one signal exceeds the 
threshold if the subsequent value for the signal characteristic is outside of the threshold 
range; 

a recording and storage device, the recording and storage device recording and 
selectively storing the at least one signal in response to the controller determining that 
the parameter of the at least one signal exceeds a threshold; and 

a notification device, said notification device selectively sending a notification in 
response to said monitoring of said speech analyzer. 

21 . (Currently Amended) A monitoring and recording system for recording 
and selectively storing speech signals, said system comprising: 

means for monitoring and analyzing a signal characteristic of at least one signal 
between a first caller and a second caller, the signal characteristic comprising at least 
one of a signal frequency and a signal amplitude; 

means for determining whether a parameter of the at least one signal exceeds a 
threshold by: 
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during an initial period of said conversation, determining a base value 
from the monitored signal characteristic, the base value representing a typical value for 
the monitored signal characteristic for said conversation , the base value defining a 
threshold range; 

after the initial period of said conversation, establishing whether a 
subsequent value for the signal characteristic is outside of the threshold range; and 

determining that the parameter of the at least one signal exceeds the 
threshold if the subsequent value for the signal characteristic is outside of the threshold 
range; 
and 

means for recording and selectively storing said at least one signal in response 
to determining that the parameter of the at least one signal exceeds a threshold. 

22. (Currently Amended) A method for monitoring and selectively recording a 
conversation, said method comprising: 

receiving a conversation from a first caller; 

monitoring a signal characteristic of said conversation between a first caller and a 
second caller, the signal characteristic comprising at least one of a signal frequency and 
a signal amplitude; 

recording said conversation; 

determining whether a parameter of said conversation exceeds a threshold by: 
during an initial period of said conversation, determining a base value 
from the monitored signal characteristic, the base value representing a typical value for 
the monitored signal characteristic for said conversation , the base value defining a 
threshold range; 

after the initial period of said conversation, establishing whether a 
subsequent value for the signal characteristic is outside of the threshold range; and 

determining that the parameter of the conversation exceeds the threshold 
if the subsequent value for the signal characteristic is outside of the threshold range; 
and 
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storing said conversation during said conversation and retaining said stored 
conversation after termination of said conversation if said parameter of said 
conversation exceeds said threshold. 

25. (Currently Amended) A method for monitoring and recording 
speech signals and selectively storing and notifying in response to said monitoring, said 
method comprising: 

receiving at least one signal; 

monitoring a signal characteristic of said at least one signal based upon changes 
in at least one of frequency and amplitude of said at least one signal, the signal 
characteristic comprising at least one of a signal frequency and a signal amplitude; 

determining whether a parameter of the at least one signal exceeds a threshold 

by: 

during an initial period of said conversation, determining a base value 
from the monitored signal characteristic, the base value representing a typical value for 
the monitored signal characteristic for said conversation , the base value defining a 
threshold range; 

after the initial period of said conversation, establishing whether a 
subsequent value for the signal characteristic is outside of the threshold range; and 

determining that the parameter of the at least one signal exceeds the 
threshold if the subsequent value for the signal characteristic is outside of the threshold 
range; and 

selectively sending a trigger in response to determining that the parameter of the 
at least one signal exceeds a threshold. 

32. (Currently Amended) Logic encoded in a memory device to 
monitor and record speech signals and selectively store and notify in response to said 
monitoring, comprising logic operable to at least: 
receive at least one signal; 
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monitor a signal characteristic of said at least one signal based upon changes in 
at least one of frequency and amplitude of said at least one signal, the signal 
characteristic comprising at least one of a signal frequency and a signal amplitude; 

determining whether a parameter of the at least one signal exceeds a threshold 

by: 

during an initial period of said conversation, determining a base value 
from the monitored signal characteristic, the base value representing a typical value for 
the monitored signal characteristic for said conversation , the base value defining a 
threshold range; 

after the initial period of said conversation, establishing whether a 
subsequent value for the signal characteristic is outside of the threshold range; and 

determining that the parameter of the at least one signal exceeds the 
threshold if the subsequent value for the signal characteristic is outside of the threshold 
range; and 

selectively send a trigger in response to determining that the parameter of the at 
least one signal exceeds a threshold. 



